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Herrera arrived disiufected at Santiago, and as she carried no nonim- 
munes from that port, I admitted the vessel to pratique. 

The sanitary condition of the city remains about the same, though the 
rains have washed off the streets and flushed the few sewers. 

Respectfully, W. W. King, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8, 
The Surgeon General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 

Number and canses of deatliK in Ponce jurisdiction {city, playa, and surrounding country) 
during the two weeks ended May 19, 1900. 



Infectious diseases : 

Tuberculosis 13 

Dysentery 16 

Malarial fever 9 

La grippe 3 

Puerperal fever 1 

Typhoid fever 2 

Tetanus 1 

Diseases of the digestive apparatus 83 



Diseases of the respiratory system 13 

Diseases of the circulatory system 2 

Diseases of the nervous system 2 

Other diseases (ana;mia, inanition, etc. ) 49 

Total 194 

Births during same period 85 



Plague in Kurdistan. 

Washington, D. C, May SI, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose, for the information of the Surgeon - 
General of the Marine Hospital Service, copies of 2 dispatches from 
the vice consul of the United States at Bagdad, reporting an outbreak 
of bubonic plague in Kurdistan and transmitting copy of the regulations 
promulgated by the sanitary authorities at Bagdad. 

Respectfully, John Hay, 

Secretary of State. 
Hon. Secretary op the Treasury. 

[Inclosure No, 144. J 

BAGDAn, April S6, 1900. 
See : In pursuance of my dispatch, No. 141, of April 5, 1900, informing you of the 
outbreak of a disease near and over the Persian frontier, I have the honor to bring to 
your knowledge that, according to a circular note, No. 23, dated April 19, 1900, of the 
local direction sanitaire, the peste buboni<iue has been ascertained in 8 villages of Kur- 
distan, in a distance of ten to twenty-three hours from Kirmanshah, and that of 158 
cases there were 122 deaths. 

Respectfully, Rudolph Huener, 

Viee-Consul of the United States. 
Hon. Assistant Seceetaey of State. 

flnolosure No. 145.] 

Bagdad, April S6, 1900. 
SiE : I have the honor to remit herewith translation of a circular, No. 26, received 
from the sanitary office of Bagdad. 

Respectfully, Rudolph Huenee, 

Vice-Consul of the United States. 
Hon Assistant Seceetaey of State. 



[Inclosure No. 26.] 

Bagdad, April S5, 1900. 
Messrs. the consuls: 

By decision of the superior council of health the frontier Turco-Persian, known 
between Ravandooz and Zerbatich these 2 countries understood, is shut for passage of 
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passengers coming from Persia. They can pass over the frontier only at Pendjauviue 
and Haneguine where they will be subjected to a regular quarantine. Besides the 
Shiite visitors coming on for pilgrimage into Irak Arabia will be driven back. 

C. CoUDAN, 

Acting for the Inspector, 
Plague at Smyrna. 

Washington, D. C, May SI, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the consul at Smyrna has 
advised this Department, by a telegram dated the 29th instant, that 
plague has appeared at that port. 

Eespectfully, John Hay, 

Secretary of State. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

Result of bacteriological examination of suspect plague case. 

(.Press clipping forwarded by Passed Assistant Surgeon Greene from Bremen, Germany. — Trans- 
lated in this Bureau.] 

Constantinople. — The bacteriological examination made here yes- 
terday of the suspect plague case at Smyrna proved the presence of 
plague bacilli. At an extra session of the sanitary council the sanitary 
police observation of travelers arriving from Smyrna, the disinfection 
of vessels, and the destruction of rats in ships' holds were ordered. A 
large mortality among rats has been observed at Smyrna. 

VENEZUELA. 

Sanitary conditions of Maracaibo. 

Washington, D. C, May 81, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose for your information copy of a dis- 
patch from the consul of the United States at Maracaibo in regard to 
the sanitary condition of that city. 

Respectfully, John Hay, 

Secretary of State. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Inclosure.-No. 1291 ] 

Maracaibo, May 15, 1900. 

SlE : In !>iy dispatch No. 1285 of May 1, I had the honor to report that smallpox has 
made its appearance, and that the port of Curajao has placed quarantine against 
Maracaibo. 

It gives me pleasure to state that, to all appearance, the danger is over, only 8 
cases having turned out to be real smallpox. They were at once isolated at the small- 
pox hospital outside of the city. 

No death has been recorded, and in all c;ises the danger is over and the patients are 
in convalescence. As I have to dispatch vessels for the United States, I have written to 
the physician of the port, also to the board of health of the city and State, asking 
them if I could give clean bills of health. From both authorities I received the posi- 
tive assurance that there is no reason why I should not give clean bills of health. 

The Norwegian steamer Hilden leaves for New York with a clean bill. 

As I stated in my former report, the cases were introduced here by Colombians. We 
have here now such terribly hot weather as never known before in Maracaibo. No 
clouds, but the fiery sun, without a refreshing breeze. 

It seems that this abominable hot weather is the reason why the disease did not 
spread. It is said by the doctor that the rays of the sun are not favorable for the propa- 
gation of smallpox. 

Respectfully, E. Plumacheb, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Seceet.\ry op State. 



